
INFORMATION FOR PROSPECTIVE CPIL INTERNS

ACADEMIC YEAR 2015–16

What is the Center for Public Interest Law?

Created in 1980, the Center for Public Interest Law (CPIL) is an academic center of research,

teaching, and advocacy in public interest and administrative law. CPIL focuses its efforts on the study of an

extremely powerful — yet often overlooked — level of government:  state regulatory agencies.  These

agencies and their federal counterparts regulate all aspects of business (including banking, corporations,

insurance, and real estate), professions (including attorneys, physicians, accountants, engineers, and

architects), trades (including contractors, barbers, and cosmetologists), and the environment (air and water

quality, pesticide use, forestry, coastal resources, and waste management).  An understanding of these

agencies — how they work, the procedures they follow, their authority and jurisdiction, and the limitations

on their powers — is an indispensable weapon in the arsenal of most attorneys, especially public interest

attorneys.

CPIL’s professional staff consists of a law professor, a supervising attorney and a staff attorney, and

a legislative advocate. We are active in the state legislature in Sacramento (the state capital), and maintain

a branch office there.  CPIL's student staff consists of about 20-25 second- and third-year law students. 

Students first take a course called Public Interest Law and Practice, in which they study the law governing

state agencies; travel to attend meetings of two assigned agencies; and write articles on their assigned

agencies for the Center’s legal journal, the California Regulatory Law Reporter (the “Reporter”).  Students

who have completed Public Interest Law and Practice may take Public Interest Law Clinic, in order to

pursue an in-depth writing or advocacy project related to regulatory or public interest law.

What is Public Interest Law and Practice?

Public Interest Law and Practice is a yearlong academic course in which students study the

substantive laws governing the functioning and decisionmaking of state administrative agencies, and conduct

an in-depth and personal investigation of one or two California agencies.

The classroom component of Public Interest Law and Practice meets once per week for one hour

(usually Mondays from 4:00 to 5:00).  In the class, student interns study the “sunshine statutes” which

require most agency decisionmaking to take place in public and guarantee public access to most agency

records (the open meetings acts and the California Public Records Act) and the state Administrative

Procedure Act, which governs the process agencies must follow in order to adopt regulations or take

disciplinary action against the license of a licensee.  Student interns also study important limitations on the

power of agencies (including constitutional and antitrust limitations) and the functioning of the state

legislature, which may create, abolish, or amend the enabling acts of most agencies.
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There is also a clinical component to Public Interest Law and Practice.  In the course, you will be

assigned to “monitor” two state agencies.  You monitor your assigned agencies primarily by attending their

meetings, which occur all over the state at various intervals.  We receive notices of agency meetings and

hearings at the Center office; you are responsible for finding out about meetings of your agencies and making

necessary travel arrangements through one of the Center staff.  Meeting attendance is critical to your

understanding of your agencies’ activities; you are expected to attend as many meetings of your assigned

agencies as possible during the year (including intersession).  You also monitor your agencies by reading

news articles about them, researching and tracking pending legislation and litigation which will affect your

agencies or their licensees, and by calling or interviewing agency personnel and members of the industries

regulated by your agencies.

Twice during the year, you submit “updates” (written reports) on your agencies’ activities for the

past several months.  These activities include major projects undertaken by the agency (including agency

rulemaking), pending legislation which may affect your agency, litigation which has been filed by or against

your agency, recent meeting activities and discussions, etc.  Your updates are edited and published in the

Reporter. [Note: The updates you submit during Public Interest Law and Practice do not satisfy USD’s

written work requirement.] The Reporter is published online through USD’s Institutional Repository and

HeinOnline, and is reprinted in its entirety on WESTLAW with attribution to the student author.

How many units is Public Interest Law and Practice?

You may take Public Interest Law and Practice for either four units or five units.  If you choose the

four-unit option, your workload will be somewhat lighter than that of students who have chosen the five-unit

option.  If you choose the five-unit option, you will be given agencies which are somewhat large and complex

(we generally assign more than one student to those agencies).  We will identify the agencies which we

consider “five-unit” agencies.

If you choose the four-unit option, your transcript will reflect two units in the fall and two units in

the spring, with one grade for the entire course at the end of the spring semester.  If you choose the five-unit

option, you may choose whether to credit two units to fall and three to spring, or three units to fall and two

to spring — whatever fits best with your schedule.  Five-unit students also receive one grade for the entire

course at the end of the spring semester.  Please note: No credit is given if only the first semester is

completed.  And you may not change the number of credits elected after the end of the add-drop period for

the fall semester.

Do I have a choice of the agencies to which I’ll be assigned?

We ask you to give us a list of six agencies you would prefer to monitor (in order of preference). 

We try to accommodate your choices as much as possible. 

How often will I travel to attend agency meetings and hearings?

On the average, about once every six weeks.  The amount you travel depends on the agencies to

which you’re assigned. Some agencies do not hold meetings at all; some agencies meet once per month. 

Most meetings are held in San Francisco, Sacramento, Los Angeles, or San Diego.  You will usually travel

up and back on the same day; however, some agencies hold multi-day meetings, and you may need to spend

an occasional night at a hotel.  CPIL will reimburse your reasonable travel costs. You are expected to attend

as many meetings of your agencies as possible during the academic year (including intersession).
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How do I learn to “monitor” an agency?

The Center’s personnel are very knowledgeable, and are able to give you background information

on your particular agencies and answer any questions you may have.  You will attend mandatory meetings

with the Center’s supervising attorney early in the fall semester, and she will help you learn what to do and

how to do it.  Additionally, she will put you in touch with the law students who monitored your agencies

during 2014–15 — they have firsthand knowledge of the agencies you will be covering in 2015–16.

What do I do at an agency meeting?

Before the meeting, you will receive a packet of materials from the agency which describes the topics

to be discussed at the meeting.  Before going to the meeting, read these materials to familiarize yourself with

the topics of discussion.  At the meeting, take copious notes on the discussions (i.e., be a journalist) and

record the agency’s decisions on the various topics of discussion.  Introduce yourself to board members and

vocal members of the audience.  You are not expected to give oral presentations to the board during your

second year (although some students have done that), but you are encouraged to ask questions and/or point

out erroneous board procedures if you notice any.  (Once you attend a meeting or two, you will feel

comfortable in asking questions and making comments.)

How many hours per week will CPIL work require of me?

We call this a “front-loaded” class.  You should not be afraid of this, but you should be aware of it. 

For the first few weeks of the fall semester (while you are beginning to learn about your assigned agencies),

you should plan to spend 8-10 hours per week reading the statutes which created your agencies, reading your

agencies’ regulations, and going through the materials in your agencies’ file drawers at the Center.  (We will

give you a checklist of materials to locate and read.)  Once you have made this initial investment of time, you

can expect to devote an average of 4-6 hours per week to the Center (including travel and class preparation).

Throughout the year, you are expected to check your agencies’ mailboxes at the CPIL offices at least

twice per week.  You are also expected to attend as many meetings of your agencies as possible throughout

the academic year (including intersession).

Why the focus on California law? What if I plan to practice law in another state after I

graduate?

California’s sunshine statutes are very similar to counterpart laws in all other states.  California is

considered a “bellwether” state in that it leads the nation in reforms to these statutes — so a focus on

California law is helpful.

What is Public Interest Law Clinic?

Students who enjoy Public Interest Law and Practice frequently go on to take Public Interest Law

Clinic, in which they may design their own writing or advocacy project related to regulatory or public interest

law. In the past, these projects have included written critiques of agencies or agency programs; petitioning

an agency to adopt regulations; drafting model legislation; participating in litigation to enforce the state’s

“sunshine statutes”; or submitting amicus curiae briefs on public interest issues pending appeal. Student

critiques of publishable quality may satisfy USD’s written work requirement, and may be published as a

feature article in the Reporter.
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What does the Center offer me?

1.  An opportunity to study, observe, and participate in state regulatory agency activity and the

formulation of public policy.

2.  An opportunity to have your writing published twice during your second year of law school, with

attribution; and an opportunity to improve your writing skills through editing by experienced attorneys. 

3.  An opportunity to learn about the state legislative process (and its impact on administrative

agencies) from experienced legislative advocates; and to observe and participate in the conduct of public

interest litigation by veteran public interest attorneys.

4.   An opportunity to apply what you've learned in Public Interest  Law and Practice to an in-depth

third-year writing or advocacy project of your choice, which may satisfy USD’s written work requirement

and may be published as a feature article in the California Regulatory Law Reporter.

How do I apply to be a Center intern?

1. Register for Public Interest Law and Practice — choose the unit option that fits best with

your schedule.

and 2. By May 29, 2015, turn in three things to the Center:

a. your resume, including your summer address and email address;

b. a 2-3 paragraph statement telling us (1) why you want to join the Center, and (2) the

number of units for which you will be taking Public Interest Law and Practice (i.e.,

4 or 5); and

c. a list of six agencies you prefer to monitor (in order of preference).  The list of

agencies from which you may choose is attached.  We encourage you to visit the

Center and read about the various agencies in back issues of the Reporter before

making your selections.  Be aware that certain agencies are very popular and not

everyone can be assigned to them; therefore, you have a better chance of getting

agencies which are less well-known (but just as interesting).

You may submit these documents in person at our office, or you may email them to CPIL’s office manager,

Brianna Blanchard at <briannablanchard@sandiego.edu>.

Where is the Center for Public Interest Law?

CPIL is located in the south entrance of the Legal Research Center (go in the door at the back of the

building).  Stop by and talk to our staff if you have further questions.
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REGULATORY AGENCIES COVERED IN THE

CALIFORNIA REGULATORY LAW REPORTER*

    California Board of Accountancy (certified public accountants)

    California Architects Board (architects and landscape architects)

    Athletic Commission (professional and amateur boxers; mixed martial arts)

**State Bar of California (attorneys)

    Board of Barbering and Cosmetology (barbers and cosmetologists)

     Board of Behavioral Sciences (marriage and family therapists; licensed clinical social workers)

    Board of Chiropractic Examiners

    Department of Business Oversight (securities offerings; franchises; payday lenders)

    Contractors’ State License Board (construction contractors)

    Dental Board of California (dentists and dental assistants)

    Dental Hygiene Committee of California (registered dental hygienists)

    Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and Geologists

    Health Benefit Exchange (HBEX) (California’s “Obamacare” health exchange)

**Department of Insurance (insurance companies, brokers, agents, insurance policies)

**Department of Managed Health Care (HMOs)

**Medical Board of California (physicians)

    Board of Podiatric Medicine (podiatrists)

    Board of Psychology (psychologists)

    Board of Occupational Therapists (occupational therapists)

    Board of Optometry (optometrists)

    Board of Pharmacy (pharmacists, pharmacy technicians, pharmacies, drug wholesalers)

    Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education (for-profit schools)

**Public Utilities Commission (telecommunications, energy, transportation)

    Bureau of Real Estate (real estate brokers, salespersons, subdivisions)

    Board of Registered Nursing (registered nurses, nurse practitioners, certified nurse-midwives)

    Respiratory Care Board (respiratory care practitioners)

    Veterinary Medical Board (veterinarians and registered veterinary technicians)

**Cal-OSHA (workplace safety for employees)

   Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (sale, purchase, possession, and transportation of

alcoholic beverages)

*Note: We no longer monitor environmental agencies in Public Interest Law and Practice

or for the California Regulatory Law Reporter.  However, the procedural laws governing the

functioning and decisionmaking of California’s environmental agencies (e.g., the Air Resources

Board, Integrated Waste Management Board, Water Resources Control Board, Department of

Pesticide Regulation, Board of Forestry, Fish and Game Commission, and Coastal Commission) are

the same as those applicable to the agencies listed above — and we study them in Public Interest

Law and Practice.  Many students interested in environmental law find that Public Interest Law and

Practice is excellent preparation for Environmental Law and Environmental Law Clinic.

**These agencies are relatively large and complex and/or meet frequently.  We generally

assign two or more students to these agencies and will, in all likelihood, consider these “five-unit”

agencies.

The following agencies generally require little or no travel: Department of Business

Oversight, Department of Insurance, Public Utilities Commission, Department of Alcoholic

Beverage Control.
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